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Instrumentation Technician
Based at our McClean Lake site, and reporting to the Senior Mill Maintenance

Supervisor, the Instrumentation Technician will be responsible for specifying,

installing, programming, troubleshooting, de-bugging and repairing mill process

measurement and control instrumentation. The incumbent must be able to 

install and calibrate instruments, set-up, make drawings and schematics for

control loops.

As the successful candidate, you will be a graduate of a two-year instrumentation

technology program. You are a team player and have a solid working knowledge

of DCS systems, PLCs, SMART field devices and Windows based application

software. Fisher-Rosemount, PROVOX and Modicon PLC experience is an asset.

Preference will be given to those applicants who possess journeyperson

certification along with three years of industrial maintenance experience. 

* Please quote competition #007-291-M-SWNA

Journeyperson Plumber – Surface Crew
Based at our McClean Lake site, and reporting to the Services Supervisor, 

the Journeyperson Plumber will perform new installation and modifications 

to existing facilities on site. Responsibilities will include the maintenance and

repair to water, sewer, oil, gas, propane and refrigeration equipment, as well as 

all labour work associated with heavy industrial operation and construction.

As the successful candidate, you will hold a Saskatchewan or Inter-provincial

Journeyperson’s plumbing ticket, a commercial gas ticket and a furnace 

and refrigeration-training certificate or equivalent. You must also hold a gas 

fitting ticket.

* Please quote competition #007-286-M-SWNA

McClean Lake is located 750 km northeast of Saskatoon and operates on 
a fly-in, seven-day-in/seven-day-out rotating schedule.

Qualified applicants are to submit their resume, referencing which job they are

applying for, by October 12, 2007, to:

AREVA Resources Canada Inc.
Fax (306) 343-4656

Email: careers@areva.ca

Our energy has a future.

AREVA Resources Canada Inc., with its head
office in Saskatoon is one of the world’s
leading uranium exploration,
mining and milling companies.

www.ArevaResources.ca

We are an equal opportunity employer striving for 
diversity in our organization

Extensively delivered into over 450 Saskatchewan cities and towns!

IN
S

ID
EBourgault Industries Limited, a leading global manufacturer in

technologically advanced seeding and tillage equipment is seeking

a highly motivated, mature and dependable team player as a:

Industrial Mechanic

As a part of the Maintenance and Facilities department you will be

responsible for quick, accurate maintenance support of all

production equipment.  This includes new equipment installations,

preventative maintenance and trouble shooting urgent equipment

failures. The ideal candidate will have formal industrial mechanics

training or equivalent experience.

BOURGAULT PAYS FOR: PERFORMANCE

We have principal based management, pay for performance, equal

employment opportunity, objective performance reviews, plus an

industry leading pay structure and benefits. All situated in the

vibrant community of St. Brieux, Saskatchewan.

We need your high performance, drive, and ambition.  To join the

innovators in seeding and tillage equipment, please forward

resumes to Box 39, St.Brieux, SK, S0K 3V0, fax to 306-275-2307,

or email: humanresources@bourgault.com

Closing Date: October 12
th

, 2007.



Bread and 
railcars the key 
to prosperity

Dana McCracken considers Ogema to be
the “job creation capital of Canada”. With
upwards of 90 new jobs created in the past 
few years and the population increasing to
320, McCracken believes that Ogema is a 
prime area to conduct business.

That’s precisely why he established Omega 
Steel Industries Ltd. in his hometown in 
2000. His company has grown from two 
employees to 28 and has invested in Valley
Infrasonics in Rosthern, which refi nishes 
baking pans. McCracken recently established 
another company, Ogema Industrial 
Lubricants and Services (OILS), which is 
the western Canadian dealer for Blue Star
Lubrication Technologies.

Born and raised on a farm near Ogema, 
McCracken decided to seek his fortune 
outside the community and rose through the 
ranks at IPSCO to become the maintenance 
supervisor at its Iowa plant. Wanting to
return to Saskatchewan, McCracken settled 
in at the family farm and established a 
new company providing custom fencing 
and reaching lease agreements with oil 
companies.

As the company expanded, McCracken
raised extra revenue by adding shareholders
and renamed it Omega Steel Industries Ltd.
The company diversified into a number of
ventures including industrial fabrication,
manufactured goods such as gate latches and
saddle racks, and performed custom building.

A few years ago Omega Steel began 
providing maintenance to rail cars and 
established a new shop on the railway 
coming into town. The company also has a 
5,000 square foot facility in town, which is 
currently being expanded.

“I was born and raised here and I fi gured 
the grass was greener over there,” says 
McCracken. “Sometimes the grass isn’t 
always greener over there.”

by Pat Rediger

Sometimes the grass isn’t always greener 

“over there” - sometimes the best opportunities 

are right under your feet. The town of Ogema 

is benefiting from that idea thanks to a former 

resident, a talented local labour pool, 

and some creative business prospects. 

continued on page 4
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"THE BIG FRIENDLY"
IS CURRENTLY ACCEPTING EMPLOYMENT APPLICATIONS

FOR THE 2007/2008 SKI SEASON
Are you a team player?  Do you take pride in your work and enjoy working with the public?  If
so, we invite you to attend one of our "Annual Job Fairs".

Edmonton Job Fair
Sandman Hotel, 17635 Stony Plain Road, Edmonton, AB

Tuesday, October 2, 2007

Saskatoon Job Fair
Colonial Square Inn & Suites, 1301 – 8th Street, Saskatoon, SK

Thursday, October 4, 2007

Melfort Job Fair
Travelodge Melfort, 101 Spruce Haven Road, Melfort, SK

Saturday, October 6, 2007

Regina Job Fair
Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites, 1800 Prince of Wales Drive, Regina, SK

Wednesday, October 10, 2007

Brandon Job Fair
Career & Employment Youth Services, #2 – 1040 Princess Avenue, Brandon, MB

Friday, October 12, 2007

Winnipeg Job Fair
Greenwood Inn, 1715 Wellington Avenue, Winnipeg, MB

Sunday, October 14, 2007

Medicine Hat Job Fair
Medicine Hat Lodge, 1051 Ross Glen Drive, Medicine Hat, AB

Wednesday, October 17, 2007

Please call Charlene Milne at 1-866-952-3816 to set up an interview time.

/Recruitment

PeoplePower.
Want to join a Canadian company with a proven track record in innovation and
customer service?

Poplar River Power Station, located near the prairie landscapes of Coronach, SK,  
is a coal fired power station housing two units with a combined generating 
capacity of 572 net MW. 

Poplar River Power Station has two openings in the trades sector. One may be
a good fit for you! Check out the jobs at saskpower.com/careers for more details.
__________________________________________________________

Coordinator, Production Support (CAAR-546162)
The Coordinator, Production Support position provides short and long term
planning and coordination of the production support (maintenance) teams
as support for the production areas. They are responsible for a multitude of duties
including: development of work schedules for production and production support
teams; evaluate resource requirements including: staffing, equipment, specialty
tools; provide functional direction, research, support, leadership, supervision
and liaison activities for internal resources such as Production Support and other
SaskPower staff reporting to this position, administer contractor as required,
lead or assist in the writing of technical specifications; administrate various 
internal and external regulations, policies and union contracts.

Successful applicants will have an elevated working knowledge of computer
programs - SAP is an asset, several years of related experience in power stations, 
working knowledge of pressure vessel engineering; and working knowledge of
AutoCAD would be an asset.

Steam Station Assistant Operator (CAAR-546169) 
The Steam Station Assistant Operator is on an assigned shift, under direction,
operates plant boilers and associated auxiliaries, and assists in the operation
and monitoring of plant turbine and generators and associated auxiliaries to
meet generation requirements.

Successful applicants must have a Third-Class Power Engineers Certificate, two 
years experience using their Fourth-Class Power Engineers Certificate and a class 
5 driver’s licence.
__________________________________________________________

Both positions may require that candidates under consideration are to participate
in an assessment process consisting of any/all of the following: interview, ability
tests, case study and/or presentation.

SaskPower offers challenging careers, attractive benefits, workplace development
and great opportunities for employees to become involved in their communities.

The closing date for these positions is November 1, 2007.

For more information and to apply online, please visit saskpower.com/careers, 
or mail your resume, making clear reference to Position #CAAR-546162  
or #CAAR-546169, to:

 SaskPower Recruitment 
2025 Victoria Avenue
Regina, SK S4P 0S1
Fax: (306) 566-2087

SaskPower values and supports employment equity
and workplace diversity. SaskPower hires on merit  
and welcomes applications from all interested
and qualified individuals.

Box 2817
Melfort, SK S0E 1A0

Telephone: 306-752-9277
Fax: 306-752-3757

Choice Nutrition Centres Inc. is looking for a career-minded
individual to train as a Biofeedback Therapist for our busy
natural health care clinic in Melfort.  After training, the
position is full-time and permanent.

The successful applicant should have post-secondary
education in Science (i.e. nursing, kinesiology, biology, etc.).
We also require basic computer skills.  The successful
applicant should have good people skills and a willingness to
learn and grow.

We offer—

A friendly, busy office atmosphere;
An established clientele;
Salary of $15.00 - $22.00 per hour, depending on education
and experience.

Please fax resumes to the above address.

R.R.#1, Site 4, Box 6, Westlock, Alberta  T7P 2N9

Phone: (780) 954-2089  Fax: (780) 954-2091

Dapp Power LP, is seeking 

2nd and 3rd Class 
Power Engineers

for a privately owned wood biomass power

generation facility located north of Westlock in central

Alberta.  Small town or country living  within 1 hour of

Edmonton.  

Competitive benefits and wage packages are

provided.  Excellent career development and job

experience opportunities.

If you are interested in a challenging rewarding

career, send your resume via fax to 780-954-2091 or

e-mail to duane.moerike@dapppower.com

EXPERIENCED

Press Operator
Required

for GTO 46 & GTO 52 Sheet-fed Presses
This is a full-time position - day shift only - in a busy commer-
cial print shop.

The successful candidate will have experience on a GTO or sim-
ilar press.

We offer excellent benefits. Competitive wages based on experi-
ence.

Apply to:
Brian McEwen, Plant Manager
Lloydminster Meridian Printing
5714 - 44 Street, Lloydminster, Alberta
T9V 0B6

Phone: 780-875-3362
Fax: 780-875-3423

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

DUE TO EXPANSION
WE IMMEDIATELY REQUIRE

SHOP MANAGER
Certified Mechanic/
or Trailer Mechanic

DUTIES INCLUDE:
• Organizing Crew

Please fax resume to
(780) 875-2147 or send resume to

6007 - 52 Avenue, Lloydminster, AB T9V 2S7
Attention: Frank or Larry

• Ordering/
Picking Up Parts

• Scheduling Jobs
• Paper Work

(will train)

First General Services
In Saskatoon Specializes In Emergency

Services Including Water, Fire And
Smoke Damage Restoration.

We Are Accepting Applications For 

Full Time
Cleaning Restoration Workers

These positions can be filled by males or females.
Successful applicants must hold a valid driver’s
licence. Training is provided. We offer an excellent
benefit package.
Please mail, fax or email resumes to:

Attn: Kernon Maxwell
219 - 47th Street East
Saskatoon, SK S7K 5H1
Fax: (306) 978-6699
Email: firstgeneral@fgs-sask.com

We thank all applicants for their interest. Only those
receiving interviews will be contacted.

Join Our Team In The
Emergency Industry!
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A PHONE DISCON-
NECTED? Lowest
hook-up rates!
Everyone approved!
Great long distance
rates! Call today! 1-
877-852-1122. Protel
Reconnect.

CENTRAL ALBERTA
GM dealership looking
for l icensed and
apprentice automotive
technicians. Offer top
wages, medical and
dental plan, and on
going GM training.
(Apprentices fast-
tracked thru ASEP).
Forward resume to
Doug Lorraine, Three
Hills Motor Products.
Fax 403-443-5639 or
email: threehil lsmo-
tors@gmcanada.com.

Southwest REDA in
partnership with Swift
Current Chamber of
Commerce’ s Labour
Attraction and
Retention Committee
(LARC) are inviting all
employers to the Think
Future- Labour
Attraction and
Retention Conference
on October 18&19 in
Swift Current. The
Think Future
Conference will provide
employers with the lat-
est tools and strategies
for attracting and
retaining employees.
Breakout session top-
ics include, immigra-
tion, generational dif-
ferences, employee
retention, attracting
and recruiting and
changing our attitudes.
WestJet, Information
Services Corporation of
Saskatchewan, Paul
M a r t i n
Communications and
the University of
Lethbridge are sending
their best employees to
share their business
success secrets. For
more information on
the Think Future
Conference check out
www.southwestreda.ca

JOHN DEERE dealer-
ship requires experi-
enced Technicians. Pay
to $31./hour, plus sign-
ing bonus, moving
allowance, benefit
package and a life style
choice second to none!
Call Murray or Randy at
Ranchers Supply in
Pincher Creek, Alberta,
1-800-565-0362.

CHEAP TELEPHONE
RECONNECT! Only
$24.95 for first month +
connection fee! Paying
too much? Switch!
Connect now and get
free voicemail! Phone
Factory Reconnect 1-
8 7 7 - 3 3 6 - 2 2 7 4 ;
www.phonefactory.ca.

ELECTRICAL ASSEM-
BLY POSITION: 8:00-
4:30 - 40hr/5days
week. Starting slary
$2,100/month. Full
benefit package. No
experience necessary,
on the job training. Job
requires use of hand
tools. All indoor work.
Farm backgound an
asset. Send resume to:
Startco Engineering
Ltd., 406 Jessop
Avenue, Saskatoon,
SK. S7N 2S5 or fax
306-374-2245, email:
em@startco.ca.

TOWN OF OXBOW /
RM OF ENNISKILLEN
#3 is seeking a dynam-
ic individual for the
position of Economic /
Recreation Director.
Duties wil l  include
development / mainte-
nance of community
profile; economic plan
for community; land
development advice;
promotions / marketing
plan; business attrac-
tion / retention.
Applicants to state
qualifications & salary
expectations. Deadline
for applications
October 19, 2007.
Send applications to
Town of Oxbow, Box
149, Oxbow, SK. S0C
2B0 or email: towno-
foxbow@sasktel.net.

FREE, FEDERALLY
FUNDED, online web
design training for per-
sons with disabilities
available from the
Canadian Society for
Social Development.
V i s i t :
http://www.ibde.ca/sig
nup. (Space is limited-
apply today).

GENERAL SALES
MANAGER Kamloops,
BC Prominent import
dealership seeking a
strong motivator with
proven sales ability to
manage this team of
professionals. Potential
base salary & commis-
sion of $150K/yr plus
benefits package and
company vehicle. Visit
www.excel.bc.ca for
details and apply with
resume by fax: 250-
374-3853; email
karen@excel.bc.ca.

Inventive, hands-on
Senior Design Engineer
required in Regina.
Solve complex techni-
cal problems, lead and
implement multiple
projects in a dynamic
and changing environ-
ment.  www.grass-
landsgroup.com 1-888-
778-0570.

REPS NEEDED for
home party based
business “Signature
Homestyles”. Ground
floor opportunity! Start
for as l itt le as $25.
Limited time only. Call
Lorna 780-980-1883.

SUNSHINE VILLAGE
SKI and Snowboard
Resort, Banff, requires
enthusiastic, well-pre-
sented, reliable Guest
Service oriented staff
for all positions for our
2007/08 season. Apply
through online applica-
tion form:
www.skibanff.com. Fax
403-762-6513 or email:
jobs@skibanf f .com.
Phone 403-762-6546
or 1-877-WORK-SKI.

THE PRINCE ALBERT
DAILY HERALD has an
immediate opening for
a reporter for its
news/health beat.
Applicants should have
a journalism
degree/diploma or pre-
vious experience in a
newspaper environ-
ment. Send applica-
tions and portfolio
material to
vfaulkner@paherald.sk.
ca or Prince Albert
Daily Herald, Prince
Albert, SK S6V 0Y5.

U R G E N T L Y
REQUIRED, experi-
enced apprentice or
journeymen mechanic
for well established
Ford dealership. Come
work and live in one of
Alberta’s most beautiful
communities, featuring
all amenities and
affordable living. Top
wages, incentives and
excellent benefits
offered. All applicants
held in strict confi-
dence. Please fax
resume to Stephen
Woodcock, 403-362-
7108 or phone 403-
362-6900.

HUGE 2-DAY
Unreserved Antique &
Collectibles Auction:
Saturday & Sunday,
October 20 & 21, 2007,
Saskatoon, SK. For
detailed listing go to
www.hodginsauction-
eers.com or Call 1-800-
667-2075! PL915407.

UNRESERVED 
FARM AUCTION

The Estate of 
Kenneth Nielsen
Sat, Oct. 13, 2007 

Alida, SK 
Start Time: 10 AM

New Holland 9682
4WD * John Deere
4440 2WD * John
Deere 7720 Titan II
Combine * International
4000 24 Ft Swather *
International Transtar
4300 Eagle T/A Truck
Tractor * Ford 800 T/A
Grain Truck * Ford
F600 S/A Grain Truck *
1997 Lode King 40 Ft
T/A Grain Trailer *
Concord 2400 40 Ft Air
Drill w/tank * Wishek
842 27 Ft Tandem Disc
* Flexi-Coil 65 70 Ft
Pull Type Sprayer * Qty
of Asst Hopper Bottom
Bins & Augers * Kubota
GF1800 60 In. Mower *
Much More!

Partial Listing Only
go to 

www.rbauction.com
or call

306.933.9333 
for more information

Ritchie Bros.
Auctioneers
PL309654

UNRESERVED TRUCK
& Equipment Auction,
October 23/07,
Calgary, Alberta. Partial
listing: 06 Deere 444J;
(2) 06 Deere 650J
Sidebooms; 770 CH
grader; 98 Aspen Tri 50
ton lowboy; 8 wheel
jeep. To consign to this
auction or for further
information call
Canadian Public
Auction 403-269-6600
or visit: www.canadian-
publicauction.com.

AUTO/TRUCK PARTS
Wrecking over 2000
Vehicles. All models,
cars, trucks up to 3
tons. Lots of 4x4’s. We
ship parts anywhere &
offer a 90 day warranty.
Call Northeast
Recyclers Toll Free 1-
8 7 7 - 9 0 3 - 3 3 2 5 ,
Lloydminster.

G U A R A N T E E D
APPROVAL DRIVE
AWAY TODAY! We
lend money to every-
one. Fast approvals,
best interest rates, over
800 vehicles sale
priced for immediate
delivery. www.autoap-
provedcanada.com 1-
800-711-4491.

EXCELLENT XMAS
SALES in a home
based business mar-
keting Victorian Linens
& Bedding at malls,
craft/trade shows,
home parties, etc.
Minimal investment.
www.laurie-annes.com,
d a r l e n e @ d a r l e n e -
hincks.com. 306-545-
0229.

FOR LEASE: 2-bay ser-
vice station, Young,
SK. Reasonable rent.
Current lessee does oil
changes, tires, brakes
& engine repairs. One
bay has hoist. Joe,
306-946-5510, 306-
946-9500.

GO GREEN! GET RICH!
Discover why saving
the planet has become
the best home-based
business. Free video
www.GetRichGreen.co
m or call 24 hour toll-
free 1-866-577-4915.

S U C C E S S F U L L Y
OPERATE a proven
small business from
your home. Anyone can
do it! We train. Go to
www.lormit.com click
on Franchise
Opportunities.

TRAVEL PROFFESION-
AL INTERNATIONAL.
Canada’ s #1 Home-
Based Travel Business.
F/T or P/T. No experi-
ence required. Full
training & support.
Great income. Travel
benefits worldwide.
Investment $8,900.
Financing available.
Free info. kit call 1-800-
799-9910 ext. 344 ort
info@tpi.ca

THERE IS A CRITICAL
SHORTAGE of quality-
trained medical tran-
scriptionists throughout
North America. Start
your on-line career
training today! At-home
and on-site employ-
ment opportunities.
99% graduate employ-
ment rate. Contact
CanScribe today for a
free information pack-
age. 1-800-466-1535,
www.canscribe.com,
info@canscribe.com.

SOUTHERN GOSPEL
CONCERT - Thursday,
October 11, 7:30 P.M.
Circle Drive All iance
Church, Saskatoon.
Pfeifers - Palmetto
State Quartet. Tickets
$20 Available at Scott’a
Parable Store or Call
Ervin 306-931-2674.

THE KINETTE CLUB of
Kindersley will be cele-
brating it’s 60th
anniversary with a
Come & Go Tea,
October 13 from 2-4
pm at the Norman
Ritchie Centre. All past
Kindersley Kinette’s
welcome.

Safe Families, Schools
& Communities

Conference
Respect Me, Respect

You:  Turning the
Tables on Respect

Conference will address:
bullying / violence & what

you can do about it.
October 29 & 30 /07

Heritage Inn Moose Jaw
For information, 

contact:  
Donna Bowyer at
(306) 692-4240 or

cmha.mj@sasktel.net

B U Y I N G / S E L L I N G
FEED GRAINS Wheat,
barley, rye, tr it icale,
feed pulses, spring
threshed-heated /
damaged-canola/flax.
Premium on quality
barley/wheat. Western
Commodities 877-695-
6461 ken.wct@sask-
tel.net

HEATED CANOLA
WANTED!!

- GREEN CANOLA
- SPRING THRASHED
- DAMAGED CANOLA

FEED GRAIN 
WANTED!!

- BARLEY, OATS, WHT
- LIGHT OR TOUGH

- SPRING THRASHED
WE BUY 

DAMAGE GRAIN
HEATED GRAINS

HEATED PEAS & FLAX
”ON FARM PICKUP”
Westcan Feed & Grain

1-877-250-5252

$500$ LOAN SERVICE,
by phone, no credit
refused, quick & easy,
payable over 6 or 12
installments. 1-877-
776-1660.

A FREE TELEPHONE
SERVICE - Get Your
First Month Free. Bad
Credit, Don’t Sweat It.
No Deposits. No Credit
Checks. Call Freedom
Phone Lines Today
Toll-Free 1-866-884-

7464.

FIREWOOD MADE
EASY! Large or small
operation. Maximum
production. See video at
www.apacheforest.com
Dealer inquiries wel-
come.  1-866-986-
0067.

FREE ATM MACHINE!
Mr.Cash ATM Network
looking for 285 loca-
tions to place free
ATMs! OWNERS of
Stores, Bars, etc...
ZERO cost to you!
Make CASH every
transaction! Reserve
your ATM: 1-877-286-
8 1 6 4 ,
www.mrcashatm.com

HARDWOOD FLOOR-
ING! Buy direct & save.
Huge stock of oak,
maple, birch. Top quali-
ty product at great
prices. CANOAK
FLOORING 2917 B,
Millar Ave, Saskatoon.
1 - 8 8 8 - 6 5 1 - 2 9 1 7 .
www.canoak.com.

WANTED HOG BARNS
FOR RENT Owner must
supply labour, heat,
water & care of hogs.
Contract may be
arranged on a per
batch basis with
renewable clause.
Please reply with infor-
mation & rent to Box
#23001, RPO
McGillivray, Winnipeg,
MB. R3T 5S3.

FALL CLEARENCE
PRICES on all used
homes in stock. We
buy and sell good qual-
ity used mobile homes
all year round. Call
John Becker at Sam’s
Mobile Homes, Pilot
Butte, SK. 306-781-
4830, 306-781-4130.

ERASE YOUR CRIMI-
NAL RECORD.  We
succeed where our
competition can’ t. We
give free consultations.
Our cost is just $475.
Apply online www.gov-
ernmentpardons.ca.
Call 1-800-298-5520.

LOTS FOR SALE.
Average 38 X 76 start-
ing $46,900. Zoned
Parkmodel/RV Hwy 2,
20 minutes south
Calgary. Sheep River
beautiful condo proper-
ty. New Parkmodels
available. 1-888-913-
2114; www.countrylan-
ervcalgary.com.

STEEL BUILDING
SUPER SALE! Prices
too low to publish!
Colour available! Call
NOW for free shipping!
www.crownsteelbuild-
ings.com, 1-800-457-
2206. Garages, work-
shops, heavy/farm
equipment storage.

$$$ CASH FOR OLD
COMICS $$$ Recently
retired, have new
hobby! Looking for all
types of older comic
books. Check your attic
now! Phone 306-862-
9102.

WANTED

STEEL BUILDINGS

REAL ESTATE

PERSONALS

MOBILE HOMES

LIVESTOCK

FOR SALE

FINANCIAL

FEED AND SEED

COMING EVENTS

CAREER TRAINING

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

AUTOMOTIVE

AUCTIONSEMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

Get
HUGE
results

with the
Blanket

Classifieds

We’ve got
you covered!

Your Blanket
Classifed 

ad can each more
than 520,000 

potential customers
quickly, easily, with

one phone call.

Contact your local
newspaper for 
more details.
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One of the company’s strengths has 
been its workforce. Hiring farmers with a 
diverse range of skills has enabled Omega 
Steel to easily move from one project to the 
next. One month it may be working on rail 
cars– adding extra capacity and conducting
maintenance– and the next month it may be
installing fencing at a feedlot.

Although it is sometimes challenging
finding employees in a smaller community, 
McCracken says there have been enough
local people to meet his demand. Some 
people are also returning to Ogema from
Alberta and that has provided extra staff .

“Our biggest sellers right now are the 
feedlots,” says McCracken. “We’re working 
on several projects right now and we have
some potential projects. The oil patch is 
second and we have a significant amount of
walk-in traffic looking for custom fabrication 
work.”

Although McCracken isn’t an engineer by
training, he is well-known for his ability to
fix things and build new devices. He’s been 
able to save on expenses by designing and 
constructing his own equipment. 

That reputation spread to Rosthern, 
which is home to Valley Infrasonics. Th e 
equipment, which refinished baking pans for 
commercial baking operations, had stopped 
working and McCracken was dispatched to 
make repairs. 

Bread and railcars the key to prosperity continued from page 2

“I looked at it and fixed it. When it came 
time to pay me, I said, give me 30 per cent of
the company. When they asked why, I said it
was a good opportunity. After a while they
agreed. Since then Omega Steel has increased 
its stake in the company.”

It was a similar set of circumstances that
led him to rail car maintenance. Omega 
Steel was contracted to provide maintenance 
on a few rail cars, and McCracken says he 
didn’t want to stop at just one contract. He
sought out CP and negotiated agreements 
with it. Recently the company completed 
maintenance on 346 railcars for the 
Saskatchewan Grain Car Corporation.

Lubricants were another natural extension 
for McCracken. During his time at IPSCO,
he became acquainted with the people who 
now operate Blue Star. When one of the 
owners contacted him and asked him to be
the dealer for Saskatchewan, McCracken 
said he was interested, but wanted the entire
western Canadian market. A few Blue Star
officials visited McCracken, conducted a tour 
of the region and reached an agreement 
with him. 

McCracken says that operating in a small 
town has not been a deterrent. Since his 
staff frequently moves to where the project 
is located, the physical location of the 
company does not need to be tied to a larger 
community. Operating costs are much lower 

Not just another local product: 
Ogema native Dana McCracken came home to establish Omega Steel Industries 
in 2000. The company expanded and thrived on the strength of its ability to 
diversify, thanks to McCracken’s innate business savvy.

and it enables him and his staff to maintain 
their lifestyles on the farm.

“I think we’re in a pretty good business,”
he says. “When you think about the 1930s 
and how tough things were, they still had 
bakeries and rail cars. We’re involved with
both of them so we’ll still be here even 
during tough times.”

As published in the September 2007 
Saskatchewan Business Magaine.
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NOTE: Recycling program may not be available 
in all communities.

Support Recycling
It is up to all of  us!

Plastic Bags & Newspapers

Don’t Mix
“ ”

When recycling make sure your 
newspapers are not bagged. It
will save recycling facilities time.




